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Concerning the 
Merit of Good Works: 

H'E DoQtrineof the Merit of Good Works: 
isjuſtly look*t upon by Proteſtants as one 
ofthe Opinions of the preſent Church of 
Rome. | 

Firſt, The Council of Treat 


a): does (2) Sf. 6. 


anathernatize thoſe, who deny that a Man rallied by © 32. 


Good Works does truly merit Eternal Life. Yega, 
who wrote his Books of Juſtification, during the time 


that he was at the Council, does maintain, {6)"That ,,, ,, .. 
the Council, by rely meriting, did underſtand merir- 7iftifc.q. 5: 


ing de condigno, Now the difference betwixt- Merit 
de congruo and Merit de condigno uſed in the Roman 
Church, is this; Merit de congruo ſignifies a Good 
Work, which is worthy of Divine Reward, not out 
ef any obligation from Juſtice, but out of a principle 
of fitneſs (or congruity),. and from the free Bounty of 
God. Merit ex condigno is a Good Work to which: 
Reward is due from a principle of Juſtice as well be- 
cauſe of the Worth or Dignity of the Work, as be- 
cauſe of the worth ofthe perſon that has-done it. 


A. 3 Seconaly,. 


£ A Diſcourſe concernirig the 
Secondly, It is:the opinion of the Divines of the 
(*) De Fufif. Church of Rome, as Bellarmine has determin'd (c), 
I 


SET. Gregory de Valentia maintains It alſo for a certain (d) 
iſp. 8. 9.6. Point of Faith, 


q. ; 

pad. 1.S.1. Thirdly, The Inquiſition'did moſt evidently declare 
it, when it did expunge for heretical, out of ſeveral 
Books of that Church, ſuch Propoſitions, as did deny 
the Merit of Good - Works. The ſame thing alſo was 
done by Cardinal Quiroga, in his Index Expurgatorins, 
which he compoſed according to the order of the Coun- 

cil of Trent.. - | CY 
Fourthly, 'The ſame Spirit did appear in the Divines 
of the Church of Roe, when they adviſed thoſe of 
their Communion to take heed of the opinion of ſuch 
ancient Authors as do oppoſe the Merit of Good Works, 
Which was done at Rome, in Spain, 1n Fraxce, With re- 
ſpe& to ſuch Authors as they could not any longer ſup- 
preſs. Which matter of FaCt is ſo evident, that no- 
thing but the height of impudence can be able to gainſay 

| or deny it. 
' If it comes once to be fully acknowledg'd, that the 
Church of Rowe 1s of this opinion, we may juſtly 
charge it with one of the proudeſt Errours, that it 
could ever poſhbly -be guilty of; and with having re- 
nounc'd that grand principle of Chriſtianity, which 
| does look:upen that reward which God does vouchſafe 
to Good Works, as the effett not of Commutarive 
Tuſtice, which gives ſo much for {o much, bur as the 
effect of the faithfulneſs of God to ſuch as ſhould obey 
his Commandments, though their obedience has no- 
thing in it ſelf able to merit ſuch a reward. For ſo ſaith 
* Rom 8. 18. S. Pani *, The ſufferings of this preſent time are not 
worthy to be compar'd with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
143 HF, 

Moreover, 


4 © . Merit of Good Works: 2 
- - - Moreover, we are very ſure; that if the Church of 
Rome, in this Article of her belief, be' quite of 'ano- 
ther opinion than S. Paul and the whole ſtream of Anti- 
quity was of, for the eleven firſt ages of the Church, 
which has: ſufficiently been prov'd ; ſo neither does it 
agree with the. moſt eminent Dottors of the Latine 
Church, which have. been ſince the eleventh age.' To 
prove this, is the. defign of this Diſcourſe, that there 
may be no refuge left for this errour in this matter. 

I begin with that exhortation which Axſe/me Arch: 
biſhop of Canterbury (f) requir'd ſhould be given to a (4) oper. p... 
certain Monk when he was a dying; after this manner : 291. _ 
Do you believe that you cannot be ſav'd, but by thedeath 
of Teſus Chriſt? 'A. 1 do believe fo, Do you heartily 
thank him forit * A.-Ido. Be you therefore ever thankins 
him for it as long as you live, and put your whole truſt and 
confidence in that death alone; and let that be your only 
Jefeguard, ' And if the Lord will enter into judement with - 
thee, ſay thus, O Lord, unleſs I hold the death of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt between me and thee and thy juaoment, 

I am not able to plead with thee, If he telts you, that you 
have merited damnation, ſay anto him, T hold the Death 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt between me and my ill deſerts ; 
and inſtead of thoſe Merits which | ought to have, but alas! 
have not, 1 offer to thee the Merit of his moſt meritorious 
paſſion. Let him ſay moreover, I hold the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt between me and thine anger ; after which let hins 
add, Into thy bands &e. and he ſhall die with aſſurance, 
and he ſhall never ſee death; 

After this mannerdid Axſe/mze, whodied inthe Year 
1109. require that. a Monk, thatis, fuch a one, as ac- 
cording to their opinion , has Merits - enough, both: 
for himſelf and others, ſhould make his Confeſſion: 
upon. his  Death-bed, Concerning which. aQion- of 

| his, 


'4 Difcourſe concernang_the. 

is, - ane may obſerve, Firfl, That this Aufeiwe was 
- Sent y th his name i5 tobe found upon the 91 fF. 
of 4pril in the Roman Martjralogy, which ſhows: that 
he was no Teacher of Herelie [asthey call Hereſie). 
Secondly, That this Exhortation which he required 
ſhould be given to perſons that were dying, was 


look't upon as ſo excellent a one all Exzrope over, 


that there is ſcarce any Book, belonging to the Church- 
Afﬀairs, wherein it is not tobe found. Thirdly, That 
the Church of Rome it ſelf did own it, as Cardinal 
Hoſns does witneſs (g). Foxrthly That it was never 
charg'd with containing any pernicious Dottrine rill 
the Popes, and the Inquiſitors of the Faith," and the 
Council of Tyrext, cauſed thoſe Articles, which we 
juſt now took notice of,. to be blotted out, as contrary 
to the belief of their Church. F:/7544 That notwith- 
ſanding this condemnation of it by the Index Expnrge- 
#0rius, 1t is (till retain'd in Fraxce, and may be feen in 
that edition of the Book Intituled Ordo Baptrizendt , 
which was publiſh'd in the year 2614, where the 
ſame Queſtions and Anſwersare now to be feen, which 
were formerly condemn'd by Cardinal @»;roz«. 

One had need to tranſcribe the one part of 
St. Berzard's Works, to produce all thoſe places 


wherein that Father has ſhown himſeFf ro be of the 


ſame opinion with St. A»/c/me. 'Thas he ſpeaks in 
his ſixty firſt .Sermon upon the Canricles; In the mercy 
of the Lord is my Merit ; I am rich is Merits, ſeeing he 
es rich in compaſſion. As the meraies of the Lord are 
armberteſs, foare my Merits. If my Comfeience does ac- 
cuſe me of a great manyſins , mbere ſins do abound, there 
aces grace meveh more abound... .... ſball I ſing of myows 
Tighteouſnefſes? © Lord, Iwill make mention of thy riphte- 
0uſneſs arly, whech is mine alſo becaufe thow haft mage it [o. 

He 


nd 


© Morit of Good Works." 


He ſpeaks ftill more particularly at the end of his 
Pook of Grace and of Free-Will. How, ſays he, does 
the Apoſtle call that Crown, which he ſays is laid up for 
him, a Crown of righteouſneſs? 7s it not becanſe one - 
may juſtly claim, as a due debt, whatſoever is never 
fo freely promiſed ? He ſays, in effet, I know whom I 
have believed ; and I am perſwaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have commitced unto 
him. And becauſe he believed him, who had promiſed 
him, he does with confidewce demand . that which had 
been promiſed. The promiſe is of mercy , but it ought 
fo be performed in juſtice» The Crown then which 
St. Paul does wait for, is a Crown of righteouſneſs, 
not of his own righteouſneſs, bat of God's, For it is 
but juſt, that he ſhould pay what he. ones, and he owes 
whatſoever he has promiſed. So then, tis the juſtice 
of God only oz which the. Apoftle does rely..... If any 
one therefore would give our Merits their due name, 
they are certain ſeeds of. hope, motives to charity, marks 
of a ſecret predeftination, preſages of future happineſs, 
the way to a Kjnodom, bat by ao mans the cauſe which 
does entitle - us to it. | It is impoſſible to blaſt this 
proud Doctrine of Merits of condignity more effe&u- 
ally than St. Ber»ard does in theſe words ; The ſame 
ſenſe is repeated in ſome others of his Works; as 
in his firft S2rmon of the dr nuxciation, and in the 
fifteenth Sermon on Qu#is habitat, and eſpecially in 
his hundred and ninetieth Epiſtle againſt the Hereſies 
of Petrus Abelardus, who was one of the firſt, af- 
ter the Pe/22ians, who did oppole this DoCEtrine of 
the Goſpel. Yo bs = 
- We may obſerve in the mean time, Fr/, That 
-St. Bernard was Canonized by Alexander the II. in 
the Year 1165, viz. Twelve Years after his Death ; 
DR B Secondly. 


(b) Traft. de 
Panibus, cap. 
I5. 


* (5) 3b. 1, de 
Fabern. Moſa- 
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Secondly, That Pope Innocent the II. does approve of 
this Epiſtle of St. Bernard's againſt Abelardus , 
aS may - be ſeen by that Epiſtle which he wrote to 


- the Archbiſhops of Sexs and of Rheims, to their Suf- 


fragans, and to St. Berward himſelf, and which is the one 


hundred ninety fourth amongſt St. Berzard's Epiſtles. 


Thirdly, That he was the moſt learned Man in his time, 
Forrthly, That he was the Founder of an eminent Or- 
der, which is diſperſed throughout all the Weſtern 
part of the World, and that a great number of Ab- 
bots, Biſhops and Cardinals have come out of his 
School. "o | 

Petrus Abbot of St. Rhemy———at Rheims, and 
afterwards . Biſhop of Chartres, wrote theſe words, 
a little before the Year 1170 (bh). That the conſei- 
ence of him who does make confeſſion of his greateſt ſins 
does ſtand in need of a havaful of the blood of Feſus 
Chriſt: in ſtead of dipping the tip of his finger in wa- 
ter; let him waſh his hands, mot in the blood of a 


ſinner, but in the death of his Redeemer. Let him dip 


his finger in the place where the Nails were. He does 
afterward compare the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt upon 
the Croſs to that of the Lamb which was ſprinkled 
by the Prieſt; and from thence takes occaſion to 
expreſs himſelf thus : Dip then thy finger, and [prin- 


kle it againſt the Veil of the Santtuary, to the end that 


the blood of our Lord's paſſion may ſerve thee for a key 


to open the gates of heaven. 


The ſame Author ſays alſo in another Work of 


his (:), We muſt every day preſent before God, not 


i Expoſis, p, 947 on Merit , which js evil, but the priviledge of his 
nature, and his mercy, This is the conſtant Doctrine 
of the XII;h Age. 


939, B., P. 


Urban 
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' Merit of Good Works. 

Urban the IVth lived about the middle ofthe XIII 
Age. He is famous for inſtituting the Feaft of 
the Sacrament , upon the account of a pretended 
Revelation to a certain re'igious Woman of the 
Country of Liege. There is a Commentary of his 
upon the Mz/erere, where he ſhows, that he does 
follow -the ſame DoArine concerning the Merit of 
Good Works, which was univerſally received before his 
time. Fir, He proteſts that he does appeal from Juſtice 
to Mercy, according to the Exhortatiqn of St. Azſe/me. 
Secondly, He does confeſs that there is nothing 1n 
him able to merit that Glory which he does wait 
for (4). Thirdly, He declares that Mercy has no 
reſpet to- our Merits, but only to our Miſery. 


Foxrthly, He does make uſe of ſuch terms as theſe : condigne ad 
I do not beg for my own Merits ſake , or for thy Tuſtice Yan elori- 
or 3y Own... . or for my Works ſake, wherein 1 have pitto, 


miſerably gone aſtray, but for thy ereat mercy» Non 
peto ſecundum meritum meum, vel ſecundum juſti- 
ttiam tuam vel meam.... vel ſecundum opera mea, 
quibus miſer deviavi, ſed ſecundum magnam miſe- 
ricordiam tuam, 

Thomas Aquinzs who was contemporary with this 


Pope ſpeaks thus (zz) ; No Man can make any pretence of () Py 
Merit before God, unleſs by ſuppoſing a Divine diſpoſi- ® © * 


tion, by virtue of which Man does obtain of God by his 
operation , quaſi mercedem, i manner of a Salary as 
it were, that for which God has given him the power of 
working. This is the DoQrine of the Goſpel. But 
ſee here the leaven which Thomas adds to it, and 
which has ſo very much ſowred the whole maſs of the 
Divinity of the Church of Rome. The fame Thomas 
in the Third Article of. the ſame Queſtion, with 
ſome other Divines in his time, does maintain, That 

B 2 becauſe 


(2) Aut Mirgs 


C. 409. 
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becauſe of the operation and the grace of 'the 'Holy 
Spirit wrought in the faithful, and from whence 
Good Works do proceed, their Good Works do me- 
rit de condigno, Which. is ſo very weak a foundation, 


that one might maturally draw from it a De- 


trine quite contrary to that which Thomas Aquinas 
has gathered from tt. Upon which account alone 


Zaſquez thought hiafelf obliged to refute it. The 


fame Leaven is to be found allo: in St. Bonaver- 
taxe,in Guliclmas Antiffeodorenſis, and tn. Guilielmus Pariſfe- 
exſ;s. Burt all. this could not hinder but that the 
Holy Doctrine ſhould ſtill be preferved in the 
Chairs: and Schools of the Latine Church. 

_ ZEgiains de Roma 8 very famous both for his Birth 
and Dignittes, but eſpecially for having undertaken 
the Defence of St. Thowas, The ſumm *' of which 
has been critically examined by an eminent Divine 
of Qxfard, in a Book entituled, ' Thome Reprehenſ0- 
rium (z). In the mean time he has made no dif- 
ficulty of deſerting Sr. Thomas in the matter of Me- 


(o)1r 2. Difj rit, He does expreſsly ſay (o), FEirf, That there 


27. N.1. Att. 


muſt be ſome equality between the Merit and its 
Reward, and that it is this equality, which 1s the 
foundation of Juſtice ; then he concludes, that where 
there is not ſuch an Equality, there can be no Juſtice. 
Secondly, He maintains that the faithful are conſide- 
red in reſpect of God, as Servants are in reſpect of 
their Maſters, Children of their Parents, and the Wife 
of her Husband. He could! not have ſpoken more 
expreſly of Fultice or of Merit. Thirdly, He 
fhows how that our Saviour Jefus Chriſt declared 
this Truth, Lake 17. 10. where he ſays, When ye 
ſhall have dome all thoſe things that are commanaded 


04, [ay me are: nnprofitable ſervants, we have done that 


which 


PRE OE ” Os —" - _ 
AE ee cs TIRE 
: - I _t re, * 2 £ AOEESIIE og 2 At OI wh Lf 5, 5 q 
: HHP I oo er PIPES: agg". Lon agen 
” ZAA S WE. 4 > Ed i PR SE G 
Bork vo COTS en C "89%" =* WR aut 


: | Merit of Good Works. 9 
'mhich was ur auty 20 do. (p) Foraſervant cannot do (p) Seruus 
more than he ought, for whatſoever he does, is but his _ wibil 
duty. There is not therefore any thing ſimply juft , nor 9%. m— 
ſormply a Merit between 4 Maſter and 4 Servant, but there tumtſt drbi- 
' may be fomething like it, This 1s the opinion of him *" 4:94:44 
ph . 4x he facit, Non 
whom they commonly call the Prince of Divines. eſt ergo ſim- 
OD 
nec ſmpliciter meritum inter Dominum & Stroun , ſed poteft "eſſe aliquid Gmlle bn, 


Raymonaus de Rochefort Penitentiary of Gregory the 
ninth, and the third General of the Order of the Faco- 
bizs compos'd at the ſame time a Summary of the 
caſes of Repentance, an Abridgment of which may. 
be found in that place , where .the Author does ſet. 
down the confeſſion of dying perſons, in the ſame 
-rerms that St. A»/e/me had preſcribd torthem. There 
is no need of repeating them, I ſuppoſe it was madea. 
little after Raywonduss Work was publiſh't, becauſe 
there are ſo many ancient Manuſcripts of it to be found 
in Libraries 

Duranauys Biſhop of  Puy, an afterwards Biſhop 
of Meanx, does ſolemnly confute the DoCtrine of 
St. Thomas Aquinas, about the Merit of Good Works 
(49). And he does it ſo notably both by Scripture (4),. 2. 033. 
and Reaſon, that the Divines of the Church of Rome 27: 4: 2 
are forced to look upon him asan Antagoniſt of their 
Thumas Ajuinas. Yet. for all that, this Durandss 
taught Divinity at Rox, and at Paris they had gene- 
rally a great reverence and eſteem for him. 

Moreover it 15 plain, that this was not his opinion - 
in particular , bur was the general belief . of moſt 
people : firſt that very year in which Durardus died, . 
viz. in the year 133J. Guilielmus de Moxtrotier pub- 
Liſh't a Treatiſe of his for a Direion. for Curates, 
| in 
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10 A Diſcourſe concerning the 
< in which theſe words-do occur upon the Lord's Prayer 
(r) Ch. 2. ds (r).: Bat why do werather ſay thy Kingdom come, than 
mantte 3 Pt (2y, Let us come into thy Kingdom ? I anſwer, that it is 
: to ſhow us, «that wo man aoes obtain the glory of Paradiſe 
by his own Merits, but purely by the grace of God, accor- 
ding to that of the Apoftle, not by Works of Righteouſ 
neſs, which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he ſaved us. It ts therefore we ſay adveniat, zhat is to 
ſay, Let thy grace come unto us, and not, Let us arive at that ; 
becauſe, as was ſaid, we cannot arrive at it by our own Me- 
ris. oe 
Secondly, Nicholas de Lyra has made notes upon the 
whole Bible, and has preſerv'd that little knowledg 
of the Holy Scriptures which did remain before the 
Reformation. He wrote theſe words at the ſame time, 
upon the tenth Chapter of St. John. The glory of Heaven 
cannot properly be called wages, but a kind of free gift, in 


& much as that only which is paid as a recompence for 


ſome labour, is called wages. And the reaſon of this is, © 


becauſe that an Inheritance is diſtinguiſh'd .from wages 
properly ſo called ; juſt as a Son, to whom the Inheritance 
does belong, ought to be diſtinguiſhd from a hireling , to 
whons wages is due. Thus the glory of Heavey ts gives 
ro the faithful, as ax inheritance is to Children, and has not 
therefore the nature of wages. 
| 1 hirdly , Simon de Caſfia who died in the year r348. 
| Cf) Lib. 6. ſpeaks after the ſame manner (/) upon thoſe words, 
[ _ Call the labourers, and give them hire, Jeſus Chriſt, {aith 
{f he, has made wſe of a ſoft word , when he ſaid not, 
- .their hire, becauſe n0-man does merit rewards for his 
| Good Werks, nor indeed the greateſt wages. Upon which ac- 


'l count it is, that he does not add their, but hire only, viz. 
| | that which he has from all eternity prepar'd to beſtow upors 
| thoſe that Work righteouſneſs. | 


The 


Merit of Good Works, 


The famous Richard, Archbiſhop of Armagh, in his 
Treatiſe againft the errours of the Armenians, ſpeakin 
of the word merces , does explain himſelf in theſe 


terms (z). Seeing ſome certain ſort of recompence ought (4) Lib 


to begivento any one, not upon the account of the condigs 21. 
nity of his Work, but upon the account of the ageaes. , 
and ſo alſo of the juſtice of him who gives it, and who 
promisd it only in general ; let this ſort of recompence be 
given in any degree whatſoever, one may ſtill call it wages 
for Work. 
Bradwardin Chancellour of Oxford, and afrerwards 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury does attack the Pelagians 
with a vaſt volume, wherein he overthrows the Do- 
Arine of Merit of condignity in ſeveral places, vi- 
- gorouſly maintaining this Propoſition, Thar Merits 


are not the cauſe of Eternal reward, (u) as the DoQrine (vynric« nex 


of the ſacred Scriptures and of Antiquity. 


If any one does ſtill deſire a ſtronger proof. than the *"*"" ——_ 


Teſtimony of theſe three perſons does afford, though 
becauſe — in the ſame time, in places far diſtant 
from one another , and upon a popular ſubje, one. 
might eaſily believe them for what they ſay ; I may 
alledg the Univerſity of Paris, where Guy a Profeſſour 
and a Carmelite , having propounded this Propoſition 
againſt a Jacobin,, Man does merit eternal life de con- 
digno, that is to ſay, in ſuch « manner that un- 
leſs it were given him, he would be injurd, and God 
would wrong himſelf, he was forc*t to recant it as. 
falſe, heretical, and blaſphemous. This was done 
in the year 1353. by the order of the Chancellour 
of the Univerſity , and of feveraLother Doors of the-. 
faculty at Paris. | 


After . 


REN > ws 


A Diſcoarſe - concerning the 

Afﬀer this recantation, we may fee many eminent 
Divines following the -opinion of St, Anſe/me and 
'St. Bernard. One Jacobas de Hauteville Projelſour at 
Paris, whole opinion Merſilivs ab Tugen does take notice 
of. Alarſilins ab Ingen does formally maintain thar 
.our Works whether conſider'd in themſelves, or as 
the fruit of the grace of God working with us, can- 
not merit ex conaigno, which he proves all along 
'by Scripture; and he does determine on the con- 
trary, that whatſoever is called Merit, does depend. 
-vpen tbe acceptance of God through the Merit 
of Jeſus Chrilt, Gerardus. de Zutphen, who died 
four years before Merſilias, was plainly of the fame 
,opinian. ; 

yg oct the end of that age, Raymoniles Jordavns 
Abbot of Ce/lzs in Berry was of this opinion. They 
publiſt'd his Books under the name of Idiote, but Fa- 
ther Raynawd has made it _ that they were this 

Raymondus'ss Thus he ſpeaks : (x) Tribs/ation, ſays 
he, does not ſuit well mith a paſt crime nhich thou dof 
pardow, nor with the preſent grace of confolatiow which 
thou doſt give, nor with the future glory which thow doſt 
freely promiſe. Theſe wards did diſpleaſe the Cenfors 
of the Bibliothees Patrum, who therefore put a Cauts 
legendum at the margin. They were ſomuch afraid , 
leſt they ſhould -wholly attribute the praife of our 
Salvation to the mercy of God. 

The Dottrine of St. A»/c/me, was not forgotten in 
the X V+4, Age, which furm{hes us with a great many 
—_— witneſſes who. did oppoſe. the Meric of con- 

ienity, ES | 

, de Alliaco Biſhop of Cambray,- and after- 
wards a Cardinal, does maintain that Merits are but 
improperly call'd the cauſe of Recompence, 
1. Gerſon 


UMI 


Merit of Good Works. 
- Gerfon' Chancellour of the Univerſity of Paris, a 


- Perſon admir'dall Exrope over in thetime of the Coun- 


cil of Conſtance , does, in his Treatiſe of the Art of 
Dying, put theſe words in the Mouth of a dying Be- 
liever, O. Lord, 1 implore thy pardon, not for any value 
of my own Merits, but by the virtue and efficacy-of thy moſt 
Floly Paſſion, by the which thou wert willing to redeem me, 
even me-that was miſerable, and didſt vouchſafe. to pur- 
chaſe Paradiſe for me by the price of thy Blood. * The ſame 
Gerſon when he made his Will, concluded it with this 


verſe, 
Spes mea tu Jeſus es, gratia, non opera. 


Johannes Waldenſis, whoſe works were examin'd at 
Rome and approv'd of by Pope Martiz the Vth, does 
at the ſame. time expreſs himſelf in as preciſe a man- 
ner. Whenhe ſaw a great party of Thomas Aquinas's 
opinion concerning Merit of Condignity , he expreſles 
himſelf thus, I take hins for a moſt Holy Divine, for a 
moſt faithful Catholick and moſt agreeing with the Holy 
Scriptures, who does ſimply renounce any ſuch Merit, and 
does avow with the moderation of the Apoſtle and the 
Scriptures, that no Man does ſimply merit the Kingdom of 
Heavep, but by the grace of God, or by the will of him 
who beſtows it. He proves his opinion by the Sacred 
Scripture , by the Fathers, by the Canon of the 
Maſs which ſpeaking .of the Saints do import thus 
much , into whoſe company we pray thee to admit us , 
not regarding our Merit, but granting us Pardon. | And 
in another place, he ſays, To the end that we, who ao 
not truſt in the quality of Merits, may merit not thy 
judgment but thy mercy. 
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4 Diſcourſe concerning. the 
T confeſs that Waldenfis as learned a Man as he was, 
does take thoſe words of the: Ma/s , non eſtimator 
Meriti, ſed dowator Vexie, in a' wrong ſenſe. It is 
certain by the expoſitions of the ages before walden- 
ffs, that the-word Meritzm does not in this place ſignify 
Good Works, but Sins; the ſenſe is, ot regerding our 
fins, but granting us pardon for them. Some of thoſe 
Divines have CY followd the errour 
of Waldesſis ; but if it be a fault, the great appro. 
bation which they have for the Works of Waldenſis 
has authoriz'd it. And it 1s very probable, that if ſo 
learned a Man as walderfis could thus make uſe of 
this place of the Maſs, there were a great many Dij- 
vines in his time , who underſtood it in the ſame 
ſenſe 'as he did, more regarding the ſound of the 
terms, than their true ſignification. However it 
was, ſee what he adds, God, faith he, according to 
this article, has no regard to our Merit, either of con- 
eruity or of condignity, but to his own grace, will, and 
mercy. It is therefore wery injurious to onr Saviour, 
and him who crowns ns (o freely, to diſpute fo much about 
Merits, without ſpeaking of his Grace. 

Pax! Biſhop of Burgos, one of the moſt knowin 
Prelates of his time in the Holy Scriptures, did fo 
exattly follow the ſame opimon, that Cardinal Be/- 
lermize thought himſelf oblig'd ro joyn him with 7ho- 
was Walderfis, as one of thoſe that did moſt ſtrongly. 
oppole Thoms Aquinas's opinions concerning « £4 
matter. | 

Biel, who was the firſt that taught in the Univer. 
fity of Taving, towards the end of the XV :4. Ape, 
does explain the Meri: of Condignity in fuch a man- 
ner , as does quite overthrow .the fame opinions of 
Thomas , referring all to God's acceptance, poſitively 
denying 


Merit of Good Works. 
denying the goodneſs of an aCtion to be the ground 
of God's rewarding it, but only his promiſe, which 
is the opinion of the Ancientsand of Proteſtants. 

. Pope Adrian the ſixth, Cardinal Cajetar, and Cor 
reard Koelin, can eaſily inform us, what was taught 
in their time, that is to ſay, in the firſt thirty years of 
the ſixteenth Age. | 

See what Adrian had written in 4, Serntentiarum be- 


I5 


fore he wag Pope (.9)- Our *Mertts, laith he, are like (9) De Sacram, 
4 ſtaff of reed , whereon if a Man lean , it breaks, and Euchar.yot 
pierceth the hand of him that leaneth thereon. He, imi- 99: 


cating 1/aiab herein, does compare the righteouſneſſes 
of Man, to a piece of menſtruous cloth. Onur S4- 
viour, Writes he, then ſpeaks rightly, when he ſays, 
When we have done all thoſe things that are com- 
manded you, fay, we are unprofitable ſervants. This 
DoQor being afterward made Pope in the year 1522. 
cauſed his Works to be printed at Rowe, which was 


done wichout any contradicion, neither did he ever. 


retratany-thing ofthis Doctrine. 

Cardinal Cajetex is famous for' his conferences with 
Luther, But as he inhis latter days did apply Nimſelf 
to ſtudy and comment upon the Holy Scriptures, ſee 
how he expreſſeth himſelf upon the ſixth chapter, verſe 
the twenty third of the Egiftle to the Romans, fol- 
lowing herein the conceptions of St. 4»ſtin: St. Paul 
- does wot ſay that eternal life 1s the wages of righteon* 
meſs, but the gift of God, to the end that we may under- 
ftazd, that we aa not merit eternal life by our Merits, 
but by the free gift of God, This is his opinion at 
laſt. For I know that though this famous Thoms:ff 
had before puſht things ſo far, as to maintain, thar 
the Good Works of the righteous do merit eternal 
life ex condigno, yet there was never any divine covenant 

C2 made 
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A Diſcourſe concerning the 

made thereupon. As Bellarmin does confeſs ub; ſupra 
Cap. 16. | T 24 : | 

nr Kyelin , commenting upon - the Summ of 
St. Thomas does refle& upon St. Thomas's opinion, that 
Good Works receive quaſs mercedem, that is, as it 
were a reward; upon the account of the' promiſe of 
God made to Good Works, and ſays that he expreft 
himſelf thus, becauſe properly ſpeaking, Man - does not 
receive 4 reward, becauſe there is nothing juft or due in 
this retribution, and he maintains that in this reſpe& 
it cannot properly be called a reward >; ho 

Eraſmus is ſo expreſs in this matter in .many places, 
that he was cenſur'd for it; and was put inthe [dex 
Expurgatorins. 

Didecus Stella a famous Cordelier, and Confeſfor to 
Cardinal Granville has paſt through the Index Expur- 
gatorius of Quinoga, for having taught upon St. Luke, 
that we do not merit bleſſedneſs ex condigno. D 

Foſſeus Clicfoveus an eminent DoQtor of Paris and 
a Regular of Chartres does make all the ſame reflefti. 
ons upon thoſe words of the Maſs, non eſtimator: Merit, 
ſed donator Veniz, againſt the Merit of Good Works, 
which waldexſis had done before him. Which ſhows 
that our Reformers have only followed the ſenſe which 
the moſt eminent Divines of the Church of Rowe 
had put upon thoſe worts. This is in his. Elucid. 
Eccleſiaſt. p. 156. where he ſays that which Luther 
treating upon the fame Subje&t could not have 
{aid more, | | 
 Fohannes Ferusaneminent Cordelier, and Preacher 
at Mayence has followed the ſame opinion, as may 
be ſeen in his pieces printed at Paris, with the privi- 
ledg and approbation of the Sorbonne, in the year 
1560, It 15 true, that following the. ſtile of the In- 

quilition, 
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quiſition, they have ſince expunged thoſe places out 
of his Works. And probably this is the reaſon, 


why there 1s 


Rome. 


anothet Edition” of ; them Printed at 


| Claudius Eſpenſeus,the famous Biſhop of Eurenx,who 
was preſent as a: Dottor -at the Council of Trex, 
does defend Era/ms's opinion in his Comment upon 
the Second Epiſtle to T:mzothy and fourth Chapter, as 
conformable to the ſentiments of St. 4uftin, declaring 
with that ancient Dottor, that the Crows of Righte- 
ouſneſs is ſo called, becauſe it is juſt that God ſhould 

rant that which he has in his mercy promiſed, al- 
though the thing be not due. 

There is a Work of Abbot Louzs Blaſins, who dyed 
in the Year 1566, Printed in the Biblrothera Patrum 
under the name . of Abbot ; Dacrianas,. ' It is called: 
Speculum Monachorum, . where he ſpeaks in_ ſeveral 
places after ſuch a manner, as ſhows that he was 
of an opinion direttly oppoſite to Merits of Condig- 
nity. Thus he ſpeaks of the faithful ; They do nor, 
ſays he, copfidently place the hope of their 'Salvation 
in. the number, or \in' the Merit; of : the Good works 
which they,. do, but in the liberty of the Childrex of 
God which they have obtained by the Blood of | Feſus 


Chriſt (a). 
_ This 15, t 


(4)T. 5. D. 


he Hiſtory of what.paſſed:from the XTI;þ 3% 7- 798: 


Ape, till - the Council of Trex, about |the 'belief 
of Merit of Condignity. To draw any great advan- 
tage from it, I judge it is necefſary to add here 
ſome Conliderations , which we may. very naturally . 
make upon .it. WE XY 
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A Diſcourſe. concerning the 
The : Firſt Confederation. 


"T*HE firſt Conſideration, which one might make 
-&. upon ir, is, That the Church of Roe has 
not been exempted from changes in the moſt 
important matters of Religion. That therefore 
4t tells us, with ſach an Emphaſis, of its immura- 
bility, is a meer illuſion, In vain do they 
maintain, That :an Image 'of Plaiſter Work, which 
they have formerly gilt *over, is of pure Mafly 
Gold,  ;fince :it 1s ſuffictent to undeceive the 
World, that by the breaking off only one Finger of 
it, it is evident thar it 1s nothing but Plaiſter- Work 
gilt. over. There -are none but ignorant perſons 
that - can be abuſed by it. And certainly never was 
any thing more ealte to be conceived than the 
change which we ſpeak of. Ever ſince ſo great a 
Man as Thomas Aquinas and ſome others did pro- 
duce this new "= though they could not make 
it be received altogether, yet they have inſenfibly 
drawn in owe Orders to adhere to this opinion, and 
to admire their learning. The Sym of St. Thomas 
has inſenfibly .been owned by the Popiſh Divines, 
and they look*t upon it as the Sacred Texr, ſome 
Ages ago. Ar laſt it has in fome meafure pre- 
vailed over Lomwberd, whoſe Work had ſerved as a 
Text to an infinite number of Divines from the 
XII:þ to this preſent Age. An eminent 1nftance of 
what I fay is to be ſeen in the Order of Cordelers. 
Alt the World knows that Joarnes Scotus was the 
firſt that thought of the immaculate conception "ol 
the 


| " Mierit of Good Works: 
the Bleſſed Virgin. Nevertheleſs, the credit of this 
reat Man, and the pertinacious adheſion of the Di-- 
vines of his Club , has almoſt ſubverted the Roman 
School upon this Queſtion. The Jacobi/ns, who per- 
_ fiſt in the ancient opinion, have had much ado ro 
defend themſelves againft the torrent, and the Council 
of Trent durſt not decide a Queſtion clearer than 
the day, for fear of making a Schiſm among the Dj. 
vines of her Communion ; the opinion of Foaxres 
Scotus having been determined as an Article of Faith 
at the Council of Byfi/, which ſhows that within che 
ſpace of an hundred and twenty three Years, which 
paſt from the Death of Foerxes Scorus ro this Coun- 
cil, the greateſt part of the Divines had embraced 
this Novelty ; and the Sorbozyve which looks upon 
this Council as a General one, does make her Do- 
Qtors ſwear, That they will defend this belief even 
to the loſs of their Blood. Thus did error, in a 
little time, make this great progreſs in the boſome of 
the Rowan Communion. And yet after all this, they 
are continually buzzing in our Ears the immutab:- 
Ity of that Church in matters of Faith, 


T he Second Conſzderation. 


H E fecond Confideration, which ſerves to com-. 
prehend rhe means whereby this change was 
affefted, has reſpe& to the Inquiſition, 'which the Ja-. 
cobins of the Cabal of St. Thomes Aquinas were pollefſed 
of from the Year oxe thouſand two hundred fifty eight. 
' One may ſee by a writing of the Univerſity of Parzs, 
that they lay'd the greateft gue of the Pope's 
approbation of Thomas Aquinas his Doctrine upon his 
” Canonizing 
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A- Diſcoarſe cancerning. the 
Canonizing him, .But '/we - know - after: what 'man- 
ner they . have © proceeded againſt the other Orders 
themſelves, when they. - have. dared to oppoſe the 
ſentiments. of this new Saint. How ſince the Inquis 
ſition has. come, within their hands, .they - have made 
uſe. of it - to the belt advantage againſt ſuch as had the 
courage to oppoſe . the deſigns and definitions of the 
Popes. They have not forgotten. allo to make uſe 
of it. to ſupport-the intereſts .of-their Order, as far 
as they were able, in. exterminating all ſuch as ſhould 
dare to contend with . them in matter of Religion. 
They know well enough that before the Tribunal of the 
Inquiſition was erected, no opinion could gain ground 
ſo quickly. When perſwaſion only is made uſe 'of 
without outward force, it is a difficult thing for any 
new opinion to make any quick progreſs. There is 
contradicting , writing , diſputing, this hinders the 
progreſs of error ; but ſince force and violence were 
mixt with it, Men hold their peace, and keep their 
opinion to themſelves ; there is need of a great deal 
of courage, and a great deal of conſideration publick- 
ly to maintain an opinion againſt him that is fur- 
niſht with power to deſtroy you, and who makes his 
will the only rule and meaſure of his proceedings. 
This is the charaQter of the Inquiſition, © as may be 
ſeen in the Inquiſitors Directory publiſht at Rome, 
towards the end of the laſt Age. The People -and 
knowing perſons did not think themſelves often obli- 


.ged to. go-and contend with the Divines, whom they 


ookt .upon as Novators ; as long as they ſaw that 
the Orthodox opinions do always enjoy the prayers of 
the Church, as we very clearly ſee that thoſe did, 
which reſpe& the Nature of Good Works, though 


they ſaw them oppoſed by thoſe new Diſciples.of T ho- 
mas Aquinas. | \- "The 
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T he Third: Confideration. 


HE third Conſideration which one might 
make upon. the means whefeby this change 
was afteted, has reſpect ro Confeſſhon, by means 
of which the Monks did inſenfibly alter that belief 
wv hich prevailed aforetime. The care which the 
Monks took to poſſeſs themſelves of the Conſciences 
of Men, by rendering themſelves Maſters and Judges 
of their hearts in the Tribunal of Penance ; that 
great power which they had ever ſince the XI1Lh 
Ape in direCting Mens Conſciences, maugre all the 
oppofition of their own ordinary Paſtors, has given 
them occaſion to inſtil into People the ſame lenti- 
ments concerning Works meriting de Condigno, And 
indeed if one does carefully examine the matter, ir 
will appear, F:rff, That it is juſt from that time, 
that the Monks have ſer ſo ſtrange a value upon 
their Works, as if by that means they were in a 
much greater degree of perfeQion, rhan other Chri- 
ſtians are. Secoz4ly, It appears, That it is from that 
time, that they have erected Fraternities, by giving 
their Votaries Letters of Aſſbciation for all the Me- ' 
rirs of their Convents. As the foundation of theſe 
Fraternities - was altogether new , fo is it in vain to 
ſearch for any ſuch Letters in Antiquity, as thole 
which we ſeein theſe laſt Ages. Waldenſis (b) does (5) Tow. a: 
recite the form of thele Aﬀſociations for the Order of Sacranental- 
Carmelites, to which he did belong: We grant you wg, ps. ** 
the perpetual * participation of whatſoever the M:rcy of 
our Savior -aoes vonchſafe - effect. by our Brethren: 
x MM. de 


(c) Can. 21. 
23 Matth, p. 
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M. de St. Amour does recite in his Journal , p. 54r. - 


the form of Aſſociation which they had in the Or- 
der of nn. by a. Grace of the General of 
that Order in the year 1653, We-may eaſily -per- 
ceive how the laſt is much - larger than the former 

It would be a very filly thing: to iniagine that there 
were any ſuch forms of Aſſociation in the time of 
St. Hilary, who {aid ſo exprefly upon the Parable of 
the wiſe Virgins, which refuſed to give 'of their 
oyl to the fooliſh ones, (c) That no 207 can tbe aſſiſted 
by the Works and Merits of another, The recei- 
ving of errors repugnant to Antiquity is an effe&t 
of the corruption of :: Divinity in theſe laſt Apes. 
And: the drawing of fuch-pernicious conſequences 
from them," for to ſubje& the people unto them by 
pretending to aſſociate them with themſelves , is a 

eftect of a Monkiſh Spirit. t 


The Fourth Confsderation. 


A Fourth Conſideration will evidently demonſtrate 

the novelty of this proud Do&trine of Merit of Con- 
dignity. *Tis. true, the Popes. have turn'd thoſe 
words of Jeſus Chriſt to St. Peter, Whatſoever thay 


ſhalt loofe 'on Earth, ſhall be loos'd in Heaven, into all 


ſenſes. -, Gregory the ſeventh found therein a right 
of freeing SubjeAs from the Oath of Allegiance. 
Tynocent the Third found therein a right of granting 
a kind' of general Pardon to all ſuch as would go 
to defend the Holy Land againſt the Intidels, com- 
manding the Angels to receive them at the hour of 
their deaths, and to carry them into Heaven with- 
OUurt 
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'out ever paſſing through Purgatory. But ever ſince the 
conceit of. the Condignity of Works has gained in the 
World, they have: thereupon 1nvented, that the Saints 
having done a great many Works of Supererogation, 
they might make a great advantage of them, if they 
{ſhould make a Fond of them, and the Popes who know 
how to manage them well, have found out a very good 
ſecret, how to render Indulgences more plauſible, by 
giving. them ſo plauſible a foundation. -It . is. cer- 
tain, if any thing in the World can be fo, that In- 
dulgences are nothing elſe but a relaxation of thoſe 
puniſhments, which the. Canons did. preſcribe to 
thoſe who-ought to undergo a publick Penance. The 
moſt knowing of the - Romas. School agree to it. It 
is certain, that inthe firſt Ages of the Church, this 
Indulgence was rout at the prayer of thoſe who 
were ready to ſuffer Martyrdom : But fince. the con- 
ceit of the Merit of Condignity has prevail'd, it is 
no more as. tt was; 'it is now an imputation of the 
Satisfaftions and Merits of ſuch as have ſuffer'd more 
than they deferv'd ; and who have done more Good 
Works, than they were oblig'd to do. .The Pope has 

gathered together this. ſurpluſage of Satisfactions 
and of Merits, he keeps the key of them , he opens 
them in the years of J«b:/:e, he opens them at his 
pleaſure, and gives of them what, how much, and 
to whom he pleaſes. Corrio has obſerv'd .in his 
Hiſtory of the Mlaneſe, that Boniface the eighth 
ſeat an Indulgence to Mzilaim, of ſo uncertain an 


import, that it was granted, (4) neither to the cone (4) we comni- 
trite, nor to thoſe that were confeſſed. In the year tis,n:c confeſs. 


1300. the twenty firſt day of January when the In. 
dulgence was given out at Rowe, to which place the 
Lombards could not come, becauſe of continual Wars, 

D 2 Pope 


A Diſcourſe concerning” the 
Pope: Boniface at the- Interceſſion: of Viſcount- John 
Galeafius , granted it to Mzain in the ſame: form as 
he had given it to Rome, viz. That every one under 
the Dominion of that Viſcount,” although he was 
neither Contrite nor Confefſed, ſhould be abſolved 
from any ſin :. on Condition that he remain ten days 
together in rhat City, and vilit five Churches every 
day ..... and offer the firſt time two parts of the 
Money that he might expend*1n his Journey to Rome, 
two parts of which are to be beſtowed towards the 
building of a Church, and the third part to the Pope, 
Theſe are the words of Corrio. Theodericas of View 
Biſhop of Yerd, relateth almoſt the ſame thing of 


Urban the Sixth : this Pope not content with the great 


Offerings which were made inthe Churches of Rome 
by the Germans, Hunzarians, Poles, Bohemians, Engliſh, 
and by thoſe that were of the Kingdoms and Pro- 
vinces under his Obedtence he ſent out his Queſtors 
into ſeveral Kingdoms to felt his Induigence far that 
Money which it might coſt the People in their Jour- 
ney to Rome; and thus he amaſſed together a large 
heap of wealth, becauſe they abſolved from all ſins 
confeſſed, even without Penance. - This is a marvelons 
effect, but ſo marvelous that any one may be affured, 
that whoſoever they were-that have ever been the 
greateſt perſons, and moſt knowing in Antiquity , 
not to ſpeak at preſent of the Apoſtles, did never 
diſcover any thing of it by ail the effort of thezr me- 
ditation and fiudy. This truth was acknowledged 
by Antonins, Sylveſter, Prieras, and by Fiſher Biſhop of 
Rocheſter inthe laſt Age. 


The 
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T be Fifth  Conſoderation. 


'* E Fifth Conlideration does reſpe& notonly that 
diviſion which is among the Schoolmen about 


this matter, (which is no very rare thing, no more 


than their oppoſition to the ſentiments of the pureſt anti- 
quity is, ) but that contradiCtion alſo wherein one may 
lee the Writers of the Churchof Rox, are with them- 
ſelves about it. Can any one imagine: a more ridicu- 
lous contradiction than that of Sr. /homas Aquinas and 
of his followers? They confeſs, That Man has nothing 


in himſelf whereby he-can merit, That there is need 'of _ 


an effeZtual Grace for the converſion of any Man, That 
this:Grace 15 givenfreely, Ir follows from hence , and 
*tis the DoQrine of St. 4uſfi#v, That Man being indebted 
to God for this Grace which does puſh him torward to 
good Works, and which does move him to every good 
ation, he can never merit-thereby: In the mean time, 
notwithſtanding this-principle which they lay down, 
they ceaſe not ro maintain, 'That the faithful do merit, 
properly ſpeaking, Behold alſo another as palpable a 
contradiction about the ſame matter. They maintain 
that Man can make no pretence to the glory of Heaven 
without the promiſe which God: has + given him. of 
it., They are forc'd to confeſs moreover upon this 
foundation, T hat there 15no prorortion between Good 
Works and the Glory of Heaven. From theſe two 
principles it neceſſarily follows, That if God does 


give the glory of Heaven to the faithful, *tis purely” 


of grace; and becauſe he has promiſed it. Never- 
theleſs after their agreement in theſe two principles, 
they ceaſe not to- oppole the conſequences of ' them, 


by . 
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A Diſcourſe concerning the 
by maintaining that Good Works have properly the 


nature of true Merits. This 1s what the Council 
of Treet has determined in authorizing that ridicu- 


lous contradiction which the Thomiſts are guilty 


of. - 
The Sixth Conſideration. 


WW Hatſoever corruption the Thomifts have in- 
troduced in Divinity, by their belief con- 
cerning the Merit of Good Works, it is eaſy to un- 
derſtand, that they have not been ſo far able toſub- 
vert the reigning conceptions of the Lazize Church; but 
thatthere is ſtill remaining within the boſom of it a 
great many perſons which do retain the pureſt opi- 
nions. *Tisa truth which is eaſily knewn , becauſe 


_ a great many famous DoGors and moſt eminent per- 


fons in that Communion do always . vigorouſly op- 
ſe this novelty, and do maintain the antient Do- 
rine. I am even perſwaded that it is almoft im- 
poſſible, but that the greateſt part of the people muſt 
continue m the Ancient opinions, if they .have' had 
but the leaſt knowledge of the Goſpel : eſpecially 
when they come to attend to the prayers which were 
in publick uſe, and to that confeflion which they 
cauſed to be made to dying perſons. In effe&t 
whatſoever great thoughts one might grant them 
of thoſe new Saints whoſe works have contributed 


' moſt to the treaſure of Indulgences, there is need 
of buta very little common ſenſe to underſtand 


that the greateſt Saints dying with thoſe proteſta- 
tions which they cauſed them to make at the very 
point of death, {then eſpecially obliged to ſpeak 

| fincerely 


M:rit of Good Works, ©. 
ſincerely in ſo principal and ſo important a circum- 
ſtance of time, ) were- either perfe& hypocrites ; 
or in fine, that they merited by this lying confeſſion; 
which are ſo many palpable and groſs abſurdities, 
that it is not at all neceſſary to confute them. We 
mult confeſs then that theſe Diſputes of the Thomifts 
have been retained for ſome time in the Chairs of the 
Colleges, and agitated by the Divines only”, and 
that the people had then no part in them. Secondly 
that ſince they are gone out from the Univerſities, 
and have entred into the Chairs and Seats of the Con- 
feſſors, they have there been contradited by divers 
excellent perſons ; which ferves to defend the anct- 
ent Dofrine, and to ſhow plainly the novelty of 
the other. Thirdly, that when they had very near 
prevaild in the Zazize Church, it has always -pre- 
ſerved in its publick ſervice, ſentiments oppoſite to 


that which might paſs for the common ſentiment of 


the Divines of its School. It 1s here, that ws may 


ſafely apply the remark of St. Ambroſe, That often 


times the ears of the people are more chaſte than 


the lips of the Paſtors; and that which he fays at- 


another time, That the people may retain the Ortho- 


doxy, even then when they are led by Paſtors which - 


are engaged in Errour. 


The Seventh Con foleration. 


opinion of a great many SchooImen, who maintain that 
Works done. before Grace, do merit. Grace, if not ab- 


ſolutely, 


E know that the Council of Trext has condem- - 
ned the Merit of Congruity, that isto fay, the. 


27 


@ » 
s 
a CEO papa - ___ oor _ 


ee ener 


| 27 Ween 


> 


a— tt ggny 
OO 0 OD SIDE GBLLr a "an A ee ER RA IONS cs WY 7 PRO 


28 


A . Diſcourſe concerning” the | 
ſolutely , yet at leaft by a kind of agreeableneſs, to 
which God cannot refuſe 4r. -But to fay the truth, 
one may very well wonder, why Merit of Congru- 
ity has been -more unfortunate than that of Condig- 
nity 3 atleaſt if we look upon them as coming from-the 
Schoolmen. There have been as many at leaſt, who 


.have defended the Merit of Congruity, as that of Con- 
dignity. Almoſt all che School ef S:o:4s defended Me- 


rits of Congruity , that School of Scorus which was 
{o. conſidered at the Council of Trex? , .that if the 
Immaculate Conception which the Scorifts defended 
was not eſtabliſhed there into. an Article of Faith, 


. for fear of ſeeming to give a deference to the Au- 
thority of the Council of Baſ/, which the Court 
.of Rome lookt upon as a Cabal or unlawful Aſem- 


bly, at leaſt they left it in its poſſeflion by a par- 
ticular Article ; and there was ſome appearance as if 
Merits of Congruity might have the ſame approba- 


tion. - What then could have drawn this condemna-. 


tion upon them? It is no hard matter to gueſs 
what it was. -On the one fide, they had a mind to 


preſerve the power of conferring grace to the Sacra. 


ment of Penance, :and to other Sacraments ; and 
they know that this is a priviledge that does-return 


wholly to them that miniſter the Sacraments, on 


whom grace does by this means depend. On the 
other ſide, they found no advantage in this opinion, 


not to ſay that it did viſibly oppoſe the DoArine of 


St. Auſtin, and of the Councils and the Popes that 
had approved of it. But it was otherwiſe with the 
DoEQtrine of Merit of Condignity. Firſ#, They 
could not renounce it without juſtifying the Refor- 
mation which Zz«ther had commenced, by overthrow- 
10g the foundation of Indulgences, which is the Merit 

of 


. Merit of Good Works, 
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of Condignity. Secondly, The Popes and the Monks | 


would vilibly. loſe their Credit The Pope would 
loſe his entire Revenue of Indulgerices. The Monks 
would loſe all the fruit of their Severities. For to 
ſpeak what IT think, the confidence which they 
repole in the Merits of the Ancient Saints is 
{mall enough ; and I am perſwaded that for one 
Viſionary who ſhall pur = confidetce in the Merits 

of the Fathers of the Defare of Thebsis, who lived 
in the V:h Age, one may find a hundred thouſand 
which think of nothing but the Merits of the Fa- 
thers of the _——_ Convent, which may ſuf- 
ficiently be ſeen by the Fraternities and by che Let- 
ters, of which there are a great many forms among 
' the Religious, This was it which forced the Fathers 
of the Councit to anathematize three forts of perſons, 
viz. Thoſe that deny, that Good Works do truly 
merit the augmentation of Grace ; thoſe that deny, 
that they do truly merit eternal Glory ; and thoſe 
that deny, that they do merit the poſſeſſion of eter- 
nal Life. For the ſecond Article does clearly expreſs 
the Merit of Condignity , which the Lutherans deny 
as ſtrongly as they do the laft Article, which does 
in truth depend on it, but of which the Council 
makes a branch by it ſelf, becauſe it would conſider 
the dignity of the Work and the Works them- 
ſelves, before that it would conſider that which they 
obtain of God (e). 


(e) Can 32+ 
Se. 6. 
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The Eighth Conſideration. 


TD UT, in fine, whatſoever determination was:made 


at the Council of Trene upon this matter,  T-de-+ - 
fire the Reader toconſider that there always hasbeen. 
. a preat many Chriſtians within the Communion of - 
" the Church of Rome, who have only apparently fol- 


lowed the Decrees of that Council 3 and who after 
all have followed the DoQrines of the' Goſpel and 
of Antiquity. I ſay moreover, that they have ſtrong- 
ly oppoſed them, and that it was out of pure' nece{- 
ity that they. revoked them at the hour of Death, 
So true is it that Conſcience cannot always be ſe. 
duced by the errors of the underſtanding ; *tis true 
alſo, that when. Men are approaching. before the 
Throne of Gods Juſtice, it ps difficult for them to 
preſerve that Spirit of Pride: which is in the Rowan 
School. One can hardly produce a more lively proof 
of the truth of this Refletion than the inſtance of 
Cardinal Hoſfius, who preſided at the Council - of 
Trent under Pius the TV:h. Theſe are ſome of the 
expreſſions of his laſt Will: 7 approach the Throne 
of thy Grace O Father of Mercies and of all conſolation, 
to the end that I may obtain mercy and find grace in thy 
freht. Whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe thee to demand. back 
again that which thou haſt committed m me, into thy 
hands T reſign my Spirit ; which if thou ſhonldeſt look upon 
as it is in it ſelf, I confeſs it is not worthy to appear tn 


.the preſence of thy Majeſty, for it is full of all kind 


of pollutions 3 but - if thou haſt reſpet# to the Blood of 
thy Son, wherein it has been waſhed and purify'd, and 


to thoſe bitter Torments which he ſuffered for our ſins 
| that 
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Merit of Good Warks. 


that he might render us acceptable in thy fight , they are 


worthy that for their ſake thou ſhouldſt give it eternal 
Eife, which he purchaſed at ſo great-a price, He de- 
fires that God would not look upon him in himfelf, 


but in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, I am nor worthy, 


ſays he, that thou ſhouldſt behold me with the Eyes of 
thy Majeſty, but as it is moſt worthy that for the ſake 
of his Death and Paſſion , thou ſhouldſt not only look 
upon me; but crown me alſo. *Tis therefore that 1 


' come unto thee, moſt dear Father, and that without any © 
' Merits, but thoſe itſtimable ones of thy Son Jeſus + 
Chriſt my Lord and my Redeemer. T bring thee the Merit © 


of that Death, wherein alone I place all my hope and 
my confidence ; that is my righteouſneſs, my ſatisfattion, + 
my redemption and my propitiation. The Death of my 
Lord is my Merit, And afrer that having recited 
the words of St. Bernard in his ſixty firſt Sermon up- 
on the Canticles, which I have cited before, he adds, r-. 
ſpeaking of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, Regard that 
price; for that price ſake deolare me worthy to be placed 
among the Sheep at thy right Hand. Sec here what the - 
Conſcience ſays, when it beholds its Sins and its Good 
Works ; and it will. never fpeak otherwiſe, eſpe- 
cially at the hour of Death, where it ſcatters away 
its illuſions ; except 'the Church of Rome does blot 
out of her Books the Queſtions which are made to - 
dying perſons , becauſe they contain a clear andex- 
prefs abjuration of' the Dottrine of © Merits - of 
Condignity. And though the Indexes made by the - 
orders of the Council of Trex have attempted to 
raſe them-out, yet they have hitherto never been 
able to do it in the Rowax Communion. . And if 
the Prieſts who ought ro make uſe'of them abour 


dying perſons, do. ſuppreſs. them, to accommodate 
. themſelves. . 
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themſelves to the deſigns of the Council , and of 
_—_ Index Expurgatorius, ſuch at leaſt as do fot ac- 

ledge the Tribunal of the Inquiſition, do retain 
- = , as that which does afford all the conſo- 
lation to dying perſons that they can have. 


